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. Applicant

. Project Narrative:

Sweetwater County Joint Travel and Tourism Board
Sponsorship Grant Request
2024 Wyoming Association of County Officers (WACO)
Annual Conference

Sweetwater County
Total request: $8000.00

Bid Sheets and Bids
Not applicable - the grant will not be used for printing fees and/or production costs.|

The Sweetwater County Commissioners and County Clerk are pleased to announcd that
Sweetwater County was selected to host the 2024 and 2025 Wyoming Association of
County Officers (WACO) annual conferences. This grant request is limited to the 2024
event.

The WACO annual conference offers an exciting oppoertunity for county elected offidials and
their staff members to attend aducational courses, listan to guest spaakers, discus
products with vendors, and meet with their respective associations ta discuss impartant
topics that impact their offices, In parallel, attendees will be introduced to travel and
tourism oppaortunities in Sweetwater County prior to and during the conference to
encourage extended stays and/or repeat visits.

The annual conferance is considered the association’s main event, and brings together all
the state's county officials, their respective associations, and statewide elected officials:

e  All23 Wyoming counties ¢ County Clerks Association

*  County Assessors Association * County Coroners Association

e County Attorneys Assoclation ¢ County Sheriffs Association

e County Commissioners Association ¢ County Treasurers Asscciation

¢ Clerk of District Courts Association o Statewide Officials (Governor| etc.)

As a minimum requirement to be awarded the bid to host this evant, the County Clerk had
to confirm a block of at least 280 hotel rooms. This number does not include room:
reserved outside the hlock far parsonal reasons such as families traveling together, pther
staff, vendor stays, ete, This is particularly exciting as Sweetwater County can build on the
successes of 2024 and apply them to 2025.

In 2024, the event will take place at the Sweetwater Events Complex in Rock Springs,
Wyoming. It will begin on Tuasday, September 24, 2024, with a Welcome Receptior{ hosted

Sweaetwater County - 2024 Wyoming Assoclation of County Officers Annusl Confarance Page | 2




by Sweetwater County, and end in the evening of September 26, 2024, with its popular

banguet sponsored by WACO using local retail, food, and entertainment options.

Sweetwater County is also responsible for hosting the registration table/welcome bags
where items and coupons from local businesses will be placed in the welcome bagd along
with the Travel and Tourism brochures to encourage tours and visits to local attractigns.

In conjunction with the WACQO Board, information on local activities will 2lso be proyi

dedin

advance to attendees to encourage individuala ta caome a few days early and/or stayia few
days after to visit the local attractions. In priar years, WACO stated most people staly the
nignt of the banquet. Ourtarget is to influence attendees and their families to extent their

stay through the weekend while utilizing the travel and tourism marketing matarials.

Sweetwater County is requesting funding from Travel & Tourism for the registration

tabla‘welcome bags and Welcome Recaption consisting of food, nen-alcoholic drinks,
entertainment, mugs, tote bags (with the Explore Rock Springs & Graen River, WY logo), etc.

for the attendees.

Due to the importlance of this avent, we expact a high participation rate from outsidd the

county. Inthe last two years, the event had a 7 percent increase in attendance.

The attendees and their guests coming to Sweetwater County for the 2024 WACO arjnual
conference will contribute to the local economy by travel spending and generate locpl and

state tax revenue, It will stimulate local economic impacts related to:

Hoteal stays (multiple nights)

Restaurants, gas stations and other establishments
Entertainment and recreation

Exposure to tha lacal tourism industry

NN

Attached to this application is the 2023 Conference Agenda as a sample schedule.

Marketing Plan:

The 2024 Wyoming Assaciatien of County Officars annual conference will be advertised to
all elected officials in the State of Wyoming via emall over the next few maonths. The link to
the Travel and Tourism website will be provided in advance to encourage extra night stays in

Sweetwater County. The attendees will be provided the list of local hotals that have
reserved blocks of raoms for this event.

As a two-year awardee to host the event, we will be able to usa what we learn from ti
year to enhance the promotion of Sweetwater County and encourage future overnigt

Swestwater Caunty - 2024 Wyoming Association of County Officers Annual Conference
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5. Promotional Projects

Travel and Taurism funding will ba used for: mugs and tote bags with approved logod, pens,
notepads, refreshmentsffooad (excluding alcohalic beverages), potential entertainmgnt, ete.

All vendors are expected to be from the local area.

6. Detailed Budget

The budget listed below covers Sweatwater County's responsibilities ta host the avent:

¢ Walcoma Reception
e Registration tahle/welcome hags

WACO will directly manage the expenses related to carrying out the conference, which is

estimated ta be approximately $100,000.

No Travel & Tourism Funding would be used for advertising, alcoholic beverages, itamns sold

for profit at the event, or cash prizes.

2024 Wyoming Association of County Officers Annual Conference

Sweetwater County Estimated Budget

| Expenses

Registration Table
Refreshments (food and/or non-alcoholic beverages)
Frea Evant Coffae Mugs (400)

Free Event Registration Bags/Totes (400)

Welcome Reception
Food and/or non-alcoholic baverages
Welcome Reception Entertainment

Other
Miscellaneous {ex. Pens, notapads, ete.)

200.00
4,300.00
1,000.00

Local Donations from businesses (Pending)
Travel & Tourism Grant (Pending)

Total Expens S

Total Revenue

Swectwater County ~ 2024 Wyaming Assaciation of Caunty Officers Annual Canference
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Sweetwater County Joint Travel and Tourism Board
Sponsorship Grant Request
2024 Wyoming Association of County Officers (WACO)
Annual Conference

Applicant
Sweetwater County

Total request: $8000.00

Bid Sheets and Bids

Not applicable — the grant will not be used for printing fees and/or production costs.

Project Narrative:
The Sweetwater County Commissionears and County Clerk are pleasad to announc

that

Sweetwater County was selected to host the 2024 and 2025 Wyoming Association of
County Officers (WACQ) annual conferences. This grant request is limited to the 2024

event,

Tha WACO annual conference offers an exciting opportunity for county elected offigials and

their staff members to attend educational courses, listen to guest speakers, discu
products with vendors, and meet with their respective associations to discuss imp

topics that impact their offices. In parallel, attendees will be introduced to travel and

tourism opportunities in Sweetwater County prior 10 and during the conference to
encourage extended stays and/or repeat visits.

rtant

The annual conference is considered the association’s main event, and brings togt::wr all

the state’s county officials, their respective associations, and statewide elected o
All 23 Wyoming counties ¢ County Clerks Association
County Assessors Association * County Coroners Association

e County Attorneys Association * County Sheriffs Association

e County Commissioners Association o County Treasurers Associatio

« Clerk of District Courts Association « Statewide Officials {Governor,

As a minimum requiremant to be awardad the bid to host this avent, tha County Cl

to confirm a block of at least 280 hotel rooms. This number does not include room
reserved outside the block for personal reasons such as families traveling together,
staff, vendor stays, etc. This is particularly exciting as Sweetwater County can build
successes of 2024 and apply them to 2025.

In 2024, the event will take place at the Sweetwater Events Complex in Rock Springs
Wyaming. It will begin on Tuesday, September 24, 2024, with a Welcome Reception
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by Sweetwater County, and end in the evening of September 26, 2024, with its popular

banquet sponsored by WACO using local retail, food, and antertainment aptions,

where items and coupons from local businesses will be placed in the welcome bag
with the Travel and Tourism brochures to encourage tours and visits to lacal attracti

Sweetwater County is also responsible for hosting the registration table/welcome b{g:s

In canjunction with the WACO Board, information on local activities will alsc be proy
advance to attendees to encourage individuals to come a few days early and/or stay

along
ns.

lded in
afew

days after to visit the local attractions. In prior years, WACO stated maost people stay the

night of the banquet. Ourtarget is to influence attendees and their families to exten
stay through the weekend while utilizing the traval and tourism markating materials,

Sweetwater County is requesting funding from Travel & Tourism for the registration

d their

table/welcome bags and Welcome Reception consisting of food, non-alcoholic drin!rs.

entertainment, mugs, tote bags (with the Explore Rock Springs & Green River, WY lo
for the attendeeas,

0), ote.

Due to the importance of this event, we expect a high participation rate from outsidd the

county. Inthe last two years, the event had a 7 percent increase in attendance,

The attendees and thelr guests coming to Sweetwater County for the 2024 WACO an
conference will contribute to the local econemy by travel spending and generate loc
state tax revenue. Itwill stimulate lecal aconomic impacts related to;

Hotel stays (multiple nights)

Restaurants, gas staticns and other establishments
Entertainment and recreation

Exposure to the local tourism industry

o S T Y

Attached to this application is the 2023 Conferance Agenda as a sample schedule,

Marketing Plan:

nual
al and

The 2024 Wyoming Association of County Officers annual confarance will be advertised to

all elected officials in tha State of Wyoming via email over the next few months. The
the Travel and Tounsm website will be provided in advance 10 encourgge extra night 3
Sweetwater County. The attendeas will be provided the list of local hotels that have
reserved blocks of rooms for this event,

link to
stay's in

As atwo-year awardea to host the event, we will be able to use what we learn from the first
year to enhance the promotion of Sweetwater County and encourage future overnight stays,

Sweetwater County — 2024 Wyoming Association of Caunty Officers Annual Canferance
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5.

Premeotional Projects

Travel and Tourism funding will be used for: mugs and tate bags with approved logos, pens,
notepads, refreshmentsffood (excluding alcohalic beverages), potential entertainment, etc,

Allvendors are expected to be from the lacal area.

Detailed Budget
The budget listed below covers Sweetwatar County’s responsibilities to hast the

e ‘Welcome Reception
¢ Registration table/welcome bags

WACO will directly manage the expanses ralatad to carrying out the conference,
estimated to be approximately $100,000.

event:

whichis

No Travel & Tourism Funding would be used for advertising, alcoholic beverages, itefns sold

for profit at the event, or cash prizes,

2024 Wyoming Association of County Officers Annual Conference
Sweetwater County Estimated Budget

Expenses

Registration Table

Refreshmeants (food and/or non-alcoholic beverages)
Free Event Coffee Mugs (400)

Free Event Registration Bags/Totes (400)

Welcome Reception
Food and/or non-alcoholic beverages
Welcome Reception Entertainment

Other
Miscellaneaus (ax, Pens, natepads, etc.)

200.00
4,300.00
1,000.00

3,500.00
8p0.00

Local Danations from businesses (Pending)
Travel & Tourism Grant (Pencing)

__Total Expenses | $10,

Total Revenue |

Sweetwater County - 2024 \Wyaming Assaciation of County Officars Annual Conference
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